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Statement by Representative Melvin Price,
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Research
and Development, Joint Committee on Atomic
Energy, Regarding Soviet Nuclear Plane
Program, January 8, 1959

I think it would be misleading to state categorically that the
Soviets are in fact flying & nuclear propelled plane at the present
time,

On the other hand, 1 personally think there is a good
possibility that the Soviets are well down the road in their
auclear plane program and have the capability of producing a
flying nuclear-powered aircraft in the near future,

1 think this underlines the importance of the United States
pressing forward vigorously with its own ANP program. In
particular, I think we have got to give cur hardworking sclientists
and engineers the level of financial support they need to get the
job done.

It is also vitally important to the success of our program
that clearcut objectives are established and that target dates
for a ground test prototype and nuclear flight are set up as an
effective guide to the program.
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